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By Evan PaPPaS
Staff Reporter
After considering various positions, 
Bryan Elliott made the decision to run for 
the President’s Office of  the BOD. 
Currently the VP for Equity and Com-
munity Affairs, Bryan Elliott says his role 
on the BOD has helped him realize that 
he could be most useful as the President.
“I felt that I really could be most effec-
tive and I could do the most amount of  
good for the most amount of  students by 
running for the office of  the President,” 
Elliott said.
The opportunity to represent the entire 
student body and craft his own agenda are 
part of  why Elliot wants to run for Presi-
dent. He feels it would be the best position 
to use his experiences to better the univer-
sity.
Elliott has been involved with the Stu-
dent Senate for over a year as a general 
senator and an executive senator, which is 
how he first got into student government. 
He is familiar with the academic issues 
on campus and has worked on several ini-
tiatives, such as the Semester Conversion 
Focus Group. 
Elliott has also had the experience of  
working on the BOD already, as the VP 
for Equity and Community Affairs. 
“Being the Chair of  the Equity and 
Services Council, being able to commu-
nicate and connect with the students who 
traditionally have been underrepresented 
on campus, I think that’s been a really im-
portant experience for me,” Elliott said.
Some of  the aspects of  what Elliott feels 
are important for the role of  president in-
clude building and maintaining strong re-
lationships and fiscal responsibility.
“When we’re representing student in-
terests, we should do so in a manner, and 
you know, whether it’s with the faculty, or 
the administration, or the community, we 
should so in a manner that builds relation-
ships and doesn’t burn bridges,” Elliott 
said. “I think that’s really important to re-
member.” 
Some students may be apathetic to-
ward the BOD and feel that they don’t 
get things done, but Elliott really wants to 
change that perception, and if  he is elect-
ed president, he will work to change that.
 “I want to make students aware of  the 
BOD and what we do, and I want them to 
know that we’re on their side and we can 
get things done for them,”Elliott said.
By Evan PaPPaS
Staff Reporter
When he first came to Central, Philip 
Rush became involved with various clubs 
on campus and since then he has run two 
clubs. 
He got involved with the BOD, where 
he works as an insurance coordinator for 
Mary Orthmann, the VP of  Clubs and 
Organizations. 
His work in the BOD was what sparked 
his desire to run for president.
“I saw a lot of  things that were being 
done right, and I saw a lot of  things that 
I think can be changed for the better, and 
I want an opportunity to enact some posi-
tive change for next year and on the good 
stuff  just keep the ball rolling on it,” Rush 
said.
Rush feels that his club leadership ex-
perience makes him a qualified candidate 
for the position. The work he has done 
has helped him learn to work with the stu-
dents.
“I’ve done lots of  club leadership stuff, 
run clubs, I’ve helped start quite a few 
clubs on campus, I’m a good event coor-
dinator, I’ve planned a ton of  events for 
various clubs and organizations outside of  
clubs,” Rush said.
When President Gaudino’s bonus came 
around, Philip was on the side of  the stu-
dents who didn’t agree with it. 
But though his work in the BOD, he 
has learned a lot from the administrative-
perspective and hopes to improve commu-
nication between the two sides.
“I’ve been on the active student side of  
issues and this year I’ve been insurance co-
ordinator, so I’ve been on the administra-
tion side of  issues, so I can kind of  under-
stand where both sides are coming from 
and as BOD president work as a mediator 
between the two,” Rush said.
A strong work ethic is one of  the things 
that Rush feels makes him a strong can-
didate. 
Working to prevent the majority of  
clubs going into bad standing like last year 
is something the Rush is proud of.
“I want the BOD office to be more 
personable, and for people to be able to 
just go up there when they have an issue 
and be able to talk to people in the office,” 
Rush said. “I think I’d be a good candidate 
for that because I feel that people can talk 
to me frankly about whatever issues they 
have.”
Board of Directors voting begins May 2
By Evan PaPPaS
Staff Reporter
After spending three years working 
within the BOD office, Mary Orthmann, 
the current VP for Clubs and Organiza-
tions, has decided to run for the office 
again this year.
“I have a lot of  great ideas that really 
needed a lot of  work this year, and I feel 
like I will be able to implement them next 
year,” Orthman said.
Orthman has experience working on 
the BOD. which has helped her build rela-
tionships with people in the BOD, admin-
istration, the Board of  Trustees and more.
If  re-elected, Orthman wants to reduce 
time spent on paperwork and increase the 
time with students and organizations.
“Being more involved in the clubs and 
going to the meetings and going to dif-
ferent sanctions of  Student Life, going to 
RHA, going to SAS meetings, just being 
more involved and not being so focused on 
paperwork,” Orthman said.
Her work on the BOD has culminated 
in projects like the clubs recognition pro-
cess going online, club recognition in the 
spring, and an increase in the budget for 
Club Senate. 
Going forward, Orthman has projects 
in works that she wants to continue.
“Make Club Senate more enjoyable 
and not just a meeting that they want to 
get over, make it more interesting, have 
more speakers come in and let students be 
aware of  different things that are going on 
in the legislature or on campus,” Orthman 
said.
Helping the students learn more about 
the different events and clubs on campus 
and helping them get involved is one of  
Mary’s goals that she is eager to continue 
if  re-elected. 
“I really am here to work for them; I 
am a representative and a resource for 
students to be able to experience as much 
as they can in their stay here at Central 
Washington University,” Orthman said.
For Orthman, working on the BOD has 
been a great experience, and she hopes the 
BOD working relationships will continue 
in the future.
“I really enjoyed working with a lot of  
the students and a lot of  the clubs and I’d 
like to keep that relationship going.” Orth-
man said.
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By Matt tHoMPSon
Staff Reporter
Kaleb Berg may not have experience in 
the BOD office but he does have a long 
resume of  clubs that he has been a mem-
ber of.
“[Clubs are] where I met most of  the 
people I hang out with on a day-to-day 
basis,” Berg, a junior physics, said. “It 
showed me how important they are to stu-
dent life. At least for me I know I wouldn’t 
have anybody to hang out with without 
them.”
Berg has a lot of  goals he would like ot 
accomplish, if  elected as VP for Clubs and 
Organizations. 
One of  his goals is to create an event 
much like the job fair, where clubs and or-
ganizations on campus can come together 
and recruit interested students.
“Clubs don’t do a lot of  advertising 
to current students and people that go to 
this school that aren’t new and I’d like to 
fix that,” Berg said. “I’d like to see peo-
ple reaching out to all students for their 
clubs.”
Another task Berg would like to ac-
complish is to find a way to partition Club 
Senate’s budget into quarters as to avoid 
overspending in some quarters and under 
spending in others.
“One of  the big things I want to look at 
is we ran out of  money for club senate this 
year really early on, like before the begin-
ning of  spring quarter, and I wan to find a 
way to not have that happen,” Berg said.
Berg is currently involved in Trading 
Card Game Club, Gamers Enjoying Each 
others’ Company, and Central Gaming 
Initiative. 
“I see all these people on campus, not 
just freshmen, who aren’t involved in clubs 
and I just wonder what they could be miss-
ing out on,” Berg said.
Berg has participated in said clubs, and 
he is the current vice president of  GEEC 
as well as the former club senator for the 
Saxophone Club.
“I enjoy leadership roles and I feel like 
that is something I’ve had strength with 
throughout my life,” Berg said. “So I have 
a background of  doing stuff  like that and I 
think that’s what helped me prepare.”
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Composting plant redirects after opposition
By PatiEnCE ColliEr
Staff Reporter
Residents of  Elk Heights west of  El-
lensburg  discovered last January that a 
composting company planned to build a 
facility in their neighborhood. 
After seeing the company’s plans, the 
community decided to fi ght the proposal. 
In March, Pacifi c Clean withdrew from 
the site. 
Seattle had a contract with Cedar 
Grove, a composting plant with facilities 
around the Seattle area. 
The company has had two class action 
lawsuits fi led against its plants in Maple 
Valley and Everett, due to quality of  life 
issues presented by the odors of  the plants.
A major concern of  Kittitas Clean, the 
community-based group protesting the 
composting plant at Elk Heights, was the 
connection between Pacifi c Clean and Ce-
dar Grove. 
Glen Erickson, a volunteer with Kitti-
tas Clean, said the owners of  Cedar Grove 
held 50 percent of  Pacifi c Clean’s stock. 
“It’s quite clear that there was a con-
nection,” Erickson said. “The thing of  the 
matter is that [Cedar Grove] stays in the 
income fl ow.”
Larry Condon, general manager of  the 
proposed plant, denied that Cedar Grove 
had any direct infl uence over Pacifi c 
Clean, despite the investment. 
Condon said the investment of  some 
Cedar Grove owners in Pacifi c Clean was 
seen as a compliment. 
It is “our biggest competitor, saying you 
guys have basically got this right,” Con-
don said. “Businessmen invest in projects 
they believe will be very successful, not 
failures.” 
Although he acknowledged there have 
been some issues with composting facili-
ties in the past, Condon said the issues of  
odor, compost smolders, and other prob-
lems arise in facilities that are poorly man-
aged. 
“Any facility of  any kind that’s not 
managed correctly, you’re going to have 
problems,” Condon said. “I own one, and 
it doesn’t have odor issues - there’s 80-plus 
facilities in Washington with no issues.” 
The concerns of  Kittitas Clean were 
more than just the odor. 
Douglas Philbrick, one of  the volun-
teers with Kittitas Clean, said the plant’s 
location near the Yakima River could have 
been a serious problem in the event of  a 
heavy storm.
“The potential of  this stuff  break-
ing through the basalt here and reaching 
down into the water table—this is the wa-
ter that we drink,” Philbrick said. “There 
were so many different aspects, that this 
was really not the right place.”
One of  Philbrick’s most serious con-
cerns he stated was the risk of  fi re. 
“We don’t have a fi re dept. here, we 
only have one way in and out of  this com-
munity, and we have elderly and disabled 
people who wouldn’t be able to escape,” 
Philbrick said.
The composting technology uses an-
aerobic digestion to break down some 
bio-solids, which Philbrick cited as a fi re 
hazard.
“Basically, these anaerobic digest-
ers, they do produce methane and other 
gasses, and they have been known to ex-
plode,” Philbrick said. “They have to be 
monitored by a scientist 24/7, and if  it’s 
not done properly, it can be a very, very 
dangerous device; it has killed people.”
James Rivard, the environmental 
health supervisor for Kittitas County, said 
there have been some comments about 
Pacifi c Clean’s application for the site at 
Elk Heights, but the company had not got-
ten back to them.
“The applicant, Pacifi c Clean, was 
meeting with the opposition group,” Ri-
vard said. “I guess through the course of  
all of  that, our questions and concerns 
and the opposition group, they felt like 
they were better off  choosing another site, 
so they chose not to pursue that site.”
Condon confi rmed Pacifi c Clean had 
withdrawn their proposal to avoid causing 
issues with the community.
“When we became aware that this was 
a big deal for them, we changed facilities,” 
Condon said. “We didn’t want to build a 
facility that was going to be a community 
headache, so we said we’d move.”
Philbrick said the group was proud of  
what they had been able to accomplish, 
and Pacifi c Clean is looking into locations 
farther away from the community, on the 
east side of  Ellensburg, was a positive re-
sult.
“It turned out much better than I 
could’ve imagined,” Philbrick said. “The 
county is still going to get the tax money. 
We’re a large county with a low popula-
tion, so generating money is still impor-
tant. It’s not just, we’re going to kick them 
out of  here and lose the tax base.”
ELK HEIGHTS  Pacific Clean withdrew from building a composting plant after community members voiced safety concerns.
ZACH OLNEY/OBSERVER
Greenwald to give students a wake-up call
By JUStinE SiSSon
Staff Reporter
In the wake of  the Boston Marathon 
bombings, the FBI’s decision to deny 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s requests  for a law-
yer during the 16-hour interrogation pro-
cess was controversial—but not because 
people were concerned with his rights.
  Glenn Greenwald, who is known for 
his politically charged articles in Salon 
and The Guardian, found the response 
troubling. In a recent column, Greenwald 
wrote: 
 “If  you cheer when Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev’s right to counsel is denied, then 
you’re enabling the institutionalization of  
that violation, and thus ensuring that you 
have no basis or ability to object when that 
right is denied to others whom you fi nd 
more sympathetic (including yourself).”
Greenwald is a three-time New York 
Times best-selling author and received the 
fi rst annual I.F. Stone Award for Indepen-
dent Journalism. He has also appeared on 
various news shows, including MSNBC, 
CNN, NPR and The Colbert Report. 
Newsweek ranked him as one of  the top 
10 political commentators in the country.
He also received the 2010 Online Jour-
nalism Association Award for his investi-
gative work on the arrest and oppressive 
detention of  Bradley Manning.
Manning was held in solitary con-
fi nement for two and a half  
years after his arrest for alleg-
edly sharing classifi ed military 
information with the web-
site WikiLeaks. Greenwald is 
praised for bringing Manning’s 
abuse to the public eye.
The oppression of  whistle-
blowers inspired Greenwald 
to cofound the Freedom of  the 
Press Foundation in 2012. 
The Foundation raises funds to 
help independent journalists  and 
journalism organizations, includ-
ing WikiLeaks. The foundation 
also wants to uncover and pub-
lish violations of  Constitutional 
freedoms that mainstream 
media won’t report, and to 
encourage whistleblowers 
to share their stories.   
“Over the past year 
[the foundation] has raised 
$150,000 for WikiLeaks,” 
Greenwald said.
“Freedom of  speech and 
press are the lynchpins of  
[our] freedoms,” Green-
wald said. 
Cynthia Mitchell, the festival chair and 
a Central journalism professor, discussed 
other First Amendment freedoms that 
have been violated by the govern-
ment and ignored by the public. 
“I think [Greenwald’s 
speech] will be a wakeup call for 
students,” Mitchell said. “There 
are a lot of  things that have hap-
pened that students don’t know 
about.”  
One infringement includes 
warrantless wiretapping, which 
has become more prevalent since 
Sept. 11 and the “war on ter-
ror.” 
The persecution of  whis-
tleblowers has also grown 
during the Obama Admin-
istration, which has pros-
ecuted more whistle-
blowers than the 
Bush Administration. 
There are also people 
who have been jailed 
for speech and writ-
ings that sympathize 
with terrorist groups. 
Greenwald is a con-
stitutional lawyer and 
assumed the public would be outraged 
by these violations of  their constitutional 
rights when he fi rst began writing columns 
in 2005. But he found what he viewed as 
a shocking amount of  indifference and 
said he was surprised at the freedoms the 
public is willing to give up in the name of  
national security. Greenwald argues that 
denying basic civil liberites to anyone en-
dangers everyone.  
Mitchell stressed that students should 
attend Greenwald’s lecture because he 
will inspire them to not take their First 
Amendment rights for granted. 
Marilyn Levine, provost and vice presi-
dent for academic and student life, said 
she is one of  Greenwald’s biggest fans.
“Having Greenwald come is a very big 
honor for Central,” Levine said. 
Greenwald will hold a Q&A with stu-
dents on Monday May 6 from 2-2:50 p.m. 
in Black Hall 150. Students from all ma-
jors are welcomed. Greenwald’s speech, 
“Under Fire: The War on Terror’s War on 
the First Amendment,” will be at 4 p.m. in 
the SURC theatre, and is free and open to 
the public.
Who:Glenn Greenwald
What: Keynote Speaker
for 1st Amendment Festival
When: May 6
Time: 4 p.m.
Where: SURC Theatre For more information on the 
1st Amendment Festival, see 
Scene section page 7.
5News Th e Observer •  May 2 - May 8, 2013
w w w . P r e g n a n c y H e l p E l l e n s b u r g . o r g
BOD elections continued
By MattHEW tHoMPSon
Staff Reporter
Cassie DuBore may be running unop-
posed in this year’s Board of  Directors’ 
elections, but she won’t let the lack of  
competition stifl e her passion. 
“I truly do care, and if  I didn’t think 
that I would do the best job at the position 
then I wouldn’t run,” DuBore, a sopho-
more political science major, said.
DuBore spent last year working as the 
program director for Brianne Wood in the 
Offi ce for Legislative Affairs. 
While there, DuBore was part of  the 
formation of  the election assistance center 
and Washington State Lobby Day. 
Although there was an impressive stu-
dent turn out for voting in last year’s gen-
eral election, DuBore sees room for im-
provement.
“I really want to civically engage this 
campus,” DuBore said. “There is a lot of  
voter apathy and I want to make voting 
easy for college students and I want to 
make it fun.” 
One of  the responsibilities the VP for 
legislative affairs must fulfi ll is to sit as the 
chairperson for Central’s chapter of  the 
Washington Student Association. 
Increasing the number of  those in-
volved in WSA is a goal DuBore has set 
for herself  if  she wins the election.
“A lot of  people don’t know what the 
Washington Student Association is and 
how big of  an impact it can have on our 
state,” DuBore said. “If  we can grow our 
chapter here, it can get more people in-
volved and it can open doors not only for 
them but for our school as well.”
Although there is not a general election 
this year, DuBore sees this year to be vital 
for students and the cost of  college tuition. 
“It’s important for students to vote, be-
cause they need to vote for somebody they 
know will have their back when it comes to 
tuition,” DuBore said.
When DuBore isn’t working in the 
BOD offi ce, studying, or drilling for Air 
Force ROTC, there’s a chance she is rock-
ing out to Def  Leppard or the Scorpions.
“I go to a lot of  concerts,” DuBore said. 
“Classic rock is my absolute favorite; I’m a 
huge rocker.”
CaSSiE DUBorE
Candidate
Ex
ec
ut
iv
e 
V
ic
e 
Pr
es
id
en
t
JaCoB WittMan
Candidate
By MattHEW tHoMPSon
Staff Reporter
Jacob Wittman is an active person. De-
spite classes and working two jobs, you can 
fi nd him playing basketball or football.
Naturally, running unopposed for the 
executive vice president position on the 
BOD has left his thirst for competition un-
quenched.
“I do wish I were running against some 
one because I think it would be fun, to be 
honest,” Wittman, a junior law and jus-
tice major,  said. “I’m almost disappointed 
because I wish there were more students 
that did want to run for these type of  posi-
tions.”
Even though Wittman has no formal 
leadership experience, he believes his will 
to change the school for the better is a 
quality all leaders must possess.
“Students are always talking about 
wanting to see a change and discussing 
current problems in this school,” Wittman 
said. “I decided that instead of  just talking 
about it that I could run for a position and 
oversee those changes myself.”
Wittman believes the experience he has 
from economics classes and paying for his 
own schooling, car and housing has pre-
pared him for this responsibility.
“I think that experience shows that I 
can manage a budget because I’m work-
ing my way through a lot stuff  that people 
my age wouldn’t be able to get through,” 
Wittman said.
Following the auditor’s review of  the 
admin fee, Wittman sees the BOD has lost 
credibilty in the eyes of  the student body. 
“I want to gain the trust of  the students 
back,” Wittman said. “There’s been mis-
managed funds in the past and I want to 
ensure that there will be a complete trans-
parency with their funds as well as main-
taining a high level of  fi scal responsibility.” 
Wittman is a student who not only de-
livers mail for University Mail Service, but 
also works with paralegals and court cases 
at Bushá Law Offi ces.
An important role of  the executive 
VP is to keep track of, but not necessarily 
manage, the budgets of  the various BOD 
offi ces. 
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The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from 
readers on current issues. Please include your full name and 
university affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated, or 
staff position and department. To be printed in the following week’s 
issue, please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com 
by 5 p.m. Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit 
for style and length. All letters become property of The Observer. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Dear Readers,
I used to wonder what it would be 
like to read my friends’ minds and know 
what they look like every day. But then 
I got a Facebook, and now I’m over it. 
I know the topic of  social network-
ing has been discussed more times than 
Taylor Swift has changed boyfriends, 
but just when I 
think I’ve seen it 
all, another trend 
will pop up and 
make Facebook a 
topic of  conversa-
tion again.
So for those in-
terested, or brave 
enough to read 
further, the fol-
lowing is a list of  
Facebook trends 
I find ridiculous, 
along with my sad attempt to offer ad-
vice on how to make yourself  look a 
little less silly when contributing to these 
trends. 
Please understand that I mean no of-
fense to anyone, but if  the self-portrait 
fits, caption it. 
I’m so funny
Nothing screams “This status is 
funny” more than someone liking their 
own status. But then again, nothing also 
screams “I think I’m so funny” more 
than someone liking their own status. 
On that same note, liking your own pic-
tures can come off  as conceited as well. 
So unless you’re okay with com-
ing across that way, I would suggest 
you refrain from liking your own stuff, 
with the exceptions to this being photos 
you’ve been tagged in by other people, 
or status hacks that you have to admit 
are funny. 
Petworking
Currently on Facebook, I will admit 
that I am friends with a cat, a dog and 
even an adorable Christmas tree named 
Fred. But while these pets are cute, I of-
ten find myself  interacting with them 
more than their owners. 
Do I care that you made a Facebook 
for your pet? No. The bond you have 
with your pet is your own prerogative. 
But do I find it strange that your pet 
comments and likes my updates more 
than you? Yes, very much so. 
My advice here would be to make 
sure you aren’t trying to hide behind 
a furry face, especially since you’re not 
fooling anyone. If  you want to talk to 
someone, just comment as yourself.  
“What’s on your mind?”
When you log into Facebook, the 
status update asks you “What’s on your 
mind?” But as if  being able to write 
about your feelings wasn’t already suffi-
cient, Facebook allows you to post how 
you’re feeling.
If  you’re not familiar with this trend, 
I invite you to pay attention to what is 
posted at the end of  any status you read. 
I guarantee you will find at least one 
that will have a “feeling…whatever,” 
followed by an emoji. My favorite one 
so far has been where the status reads, 
“Going to bed, goodnight,” followed by, 
“Feeling tired.” 
Seriously? Tell me how you really 
feel. 
I don’t have any advice for this one, 
only a request. And my request is this: 
If  you’re going to type your status about 
how you’re feeling, then do me a favor 
and put a different “feeling” at the end 
of  it. Don’t be so predictable. For ex-
ample, if  you’re status is “Going to the 
gym,” you might consider putting a 
“feeling hungry” at the end, just to be 
funny. 
So you agree, you think you’re 
really pretty?
Ah, the self-portrait photos, or self-
ies as they’ve become more commonly 
known, are hands down the most an-
noying yet amusing pictures I’ve ever 
seen. I mean even when I type the word 
“selfies” into a word document, that red 
line pops up to indicate it isn’t a real 
word. And personally, I feel that same 
concept should also apply to the act of  
taking a photo of  oneself  and upload-
ing it. 
But if  you insist on doing so, my ad-
vice to you is as follows:
First, make sure the room you’re tak-
ing your photo in is clean and free of  
incriminating evidence left out for the 
world to see. 
I don’t care how cute your outfit or 
hair looks, if  there is a pile of  clothes on 
the floor and a dirty cat litter box vis-
ible in the picture, I will judge you. But 
more importantly, any future employers 
who check your social media sites will 
probably also judge you and question if  
those photos are an indication of  your 
organizational habits. 
And secondly, if  you’re going to 
post a quote with your self-portrait, 
try to pick one that actually correlates 
with the picture. I can’t even begin to 
count the amount of  selfies I’ve seen 
where the caption will read something 
like, “Life is beautiful if  you just keep 
smiling,” but then the photo shows only 
half  of  their face, leaving their cleav-
age or chest to dominate the photo. Uh, 
that’s a lovely quote and all, but it’s un-
fortunate I can’t actually see your smile. 
Food photos
Taking pictures of  your food and up-
loading them definitely takes the cake 
for me as being the dumbest trend on 
social websites. 
Unless there is something unique 
and out of  the ordinary from what a 
certain food normally looks like, then 
please, just assume that I already know 
what your cheeseburger or whatever 
you’re eating looks like, and refrain 
from posting a picture of  it. 
Sick status, dude:
Oh, you’re sick? That’s too bad. But 
hey, thanks for sharing how many times 
you’ve vomited today. Maybe next time 
you can include a sick self-photo of  
yourself, too. 
Trust me that last sentence was just 
as annoying for me to write as it prob-
ably was for you to read. 
Chanet               
stevenson     
assistant Scene Editor
One day this won’t be news
‘Feeling annoyed’
COURTESY OF CREATIVE COMMONS
When I heard about Jason Col-lins coming out of  the closet, my initial reaction wasn’t a 
sense of  advancement in our country: It 
wasn’t the well-deserved praise for such a 
brave athlete. My first thought was, “Who 
the hell is Jason Col-
lins?” 
After a quick 
search on Google, 
I remembered, ‘Oh 
yeah, that guy. He’s 
still in the league?’
My point isn’t 
that Jason Col-
lins is irrelevant as 
a player—he does 
have a shoe deal with 
Nike—my point is 
that I think one day, hopefully soon, an 
openly gay player in sports won’t be such 
big news.
For those who haven’t heard, news 
came out Monday that Collins, an NBA 
player, became the first active male player 
in major American team sports to come 
out. Though the 34-year-old veteran has 
never made an all-star team and will not 
be inducted into the NBA Hall of  Fame 
anytime soon, he will always be remem-
bered as a pioneer in sports. 
Some people have said they don’t see 
the big deal about him coming out, but it 
is. Ideally it wouldn’t be, but he is the very 
first active player to come out, and that’s 
huge for sports. 
I caught wind of  the news when NBA 
star Baron Davis who tweeted, “I am so 
proud of  my bro @jasoncollins34 for be-
ing real. #FTheHaters.” 
Kobe Bryant (a current NBA player, for 
those who don’t know, or for those who 
only watch good teams) tweeted, “Proud 
of  @jasoncollins34. Don’t suffocate who 
u r because of  the ignorance of  others 
#courage #support #mambaarmystand-
up #BYOU.” While I will never, never 
join the Mamba Army, I do respect him 
for tweeting this. Having one of  the most 
polarizing athletes in the world standing 
up for Collins is nice to see. 
By far, the best response to Collins’ 
story in Sports Illustrated, where he spoke 
first-hand about the experience, was from 
none other than Metta World Peace, the 
Artest formerly known as Ron. Please look 
it up. It involves him saying people need to 
do what makes them happy, and how he 
should have worn his Cookie Monster hat 
and pants to match his shirt. 
But even with plenty of  positive feed-
back from the Twittersphere, there were 
several negative tweets and television rants 
to stir up some controversy. Miami Dol-
phins wide receiver Mike Wallace, one of  
the best wideouts in the game, tweeted, 
“All these beautiful women in the world 
and guys wanna mess with other guys 
SMH…” He later deleted it and tweeted 
an apology, most likely straight from the 
heart—of  Wallace’s publicist’s wallet.
ESPN’s Chris Broussard went on a 
mini-rant about the Bible and how he ba-
sically doesn’t understand it. Don’t worry, 
Chris, not much has changed in the last 
3,500 years. You’re good.
It’s players like Wallace who keep more 
athletes from coming out. The Dolphins 
could have seven gay players on their 
team, all of  whom don’t want to come out 
now because of  their teammate.
Hopefully more athletes will follow in 
Collins’ footsteps and be as a brave as he 
is. 
“I didn’t set out to be the first openly 
gay athlete playing in a major American 
team sport,” Collins said. “But since I am, 
I’m happy to start the conversation. I wish 
I wasn’t the kid in the classroom raising his 
hand and saying, “I’m different.” If  I had 
my way, someone else would have already 
done this. Nobody has, which is why I’m 
raising my hand.”
One day there will be lots of  openly ho-
mosexual athletes in sports and Broussard 
and Wallace, among many others, will 
feel the same way those who opposed civil 
rights do right now: In the wrong. 
Danny sChmiDt     
Editor-in-Chief
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SCHEDULE
      OF   EVENTS
Showcase 
Action (11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) SURC Mezzanine and 
Theater
Famous First Trials (11 p.m.-12 p.m.)  Surc Pit
Glen Greenwald (4 p.m. - 6 p.m.) SURC Theatre
Marketplace of Ideas (10 p.m.- 2 p.m.)
SURC Tabling Area
Famous First Trials (12 p.m.-1p.m.) 
SURC Mezzanine and theatre
Marketplace of Ideas (10 p.m.- 2 p.m.) 
SURC Tabling Area
Famous First Trials (12 p.m. - 1 p.m.) 
SURC Mezzanine and theatre
Marketplace of Ideas (10 p.m.-2 p.m.) 
SURC Tabling Area
College Civics Week Block Party 
with Hey Marseilles
 (5 p.m.- 8 p.m.) 
SURC Ballroom
BY ADAM WILSON
Staff Reporter
Instead of  hosting College Civ-
ics Week and the First Amend-
ment Festival separately, the Cen-
tral Washington University Board 
of  Directors Offi ce of  Legislative 
Affairs and Cynthia Mitchell of  
the communication department, 
are collaborating  to educate stu-
dents about their right to vote and 
the freedoms the First Amend-
ment protects. 
Festival Chair Mitchell and in-
tern Gracie Manlow are working 
with the communication depart-
ment, history department, and 
the Center for Leadership and 
Community Engagement to plan 
for Central’s annual First Amend-
ment Festival, which will take 
place from May 6 to May 9. 
College Civics Week will take 
place during the same week, with 
intertwining events that range 
from activist movements to a free 
concert, featuring Hey Marseilles, 
held in the SURC Ballroom.
“I hope that people take away 
a new appreciation for the First 
Amendment,” Manlow, a senior 
public relations major said.
College Civics Week, hosted by 
the CLCE and the ASCWU BOD, as 
well as the Festival, are designed 
to facilitate an open conversation 
about the strong connection be-
tween First Amendment rights     
 and civic responsibilities. 
“We saw this as a great way for 
our groups to collaborate,” said 
Brianne Wood, ASCWU BOD vice 
president for legislative affairs.
Wash
ington Secretary of  
State Kim Wyman will be kicking 
off  the state-wide College Civics 
Week tour in celebration of  Cen-
tral being awarded the College 
Civics Micro-Grant. 
College Civics Week will begin 
with the Showcase of  Action on 
May 6 at 11:30 a.m. in the SURC 
Mezzanine, and Wyman will speak 
in the SURC Theater at 12:30 p.m. 
While the Showcase of  Action 
will display the work the CLCE has 
done over the past year, its main 
purpose is to educate students 
about the importance of  voting. 
The showcase will also feature 
a display about the First Amend-
ment and how the freedoms it pro-
tects are the foundation of  civic 
engagement
“I believe if  the student is not 
educated about an election com-
ing up, they can’t come back and 
say ‘I didn’t want that to pass’ or 
‘I did want that to pass’,” CLCE 
Program Manager Kimberly Jelli-
son said.
In the afternoon, political col-
umnist and New York Times best-
selling author Glenn Greenwald 
will speak in the SURC Theater at 
4 p.m. 
His talk, titled “Under Fire: The 
War on Terror’s War on the First 
Amendment,” will detail the many 
freedoms that  have been eroded 
in the name of  national security. 
The fi nal event scheduled is the 
College Civics Week Block Party, 
which begins at 5 p.m. on May 9, 
and features a free performance by 
Seattle indie band Hey Marseilles. 
The band, which opened for The 
Lumineers on tour, has been very 
active in getting 
American citizens to register to 
vote, according to Wood.
“What’s great is having this at-
mosphere where you can listen to 
music and go visit tables about dif-
ferent ways of  getting involved,” 
Wood said.
The BOD’s primary goal 
throughout the week will be reg-
istering students to vote.  Wood 
said they chose to partner with the 
First Amendment Festival because 
the ability to vote relies heavily on 
freedoms protected by the First 
Amendment.
“Students don’t realize the im-
pact that they can have on certain 
decisions that the government will 
take,” said Cassandra DuBore, 
political science sophomore and 
candidate for ASCWU BOD Vice 
President for Legislative Affairs. 
“I hope they realize the impact 
they can make and get rid of  voter 
apathy.”
Organizations from across 
campus and the city of  Ellensburg 
will have tables at the Marketplace 
of  Ideas throughout the week, 
which Manlow describes as an op-
portunity for the organizations to 
share thoughts about different is-
sues.  Participating organizations 
include the College Republicans 
club and the Ellensburg League of  
Women Voters, among others.
As a class project, students from 
COM 202, Communication Ethics 
and the First Amendment, taught 
by  Tobias Staab, will utilize their 
First Amendment rights to discuss 
issues they care about at the Mar-
ketplace. Topics range from gun 
rights to marijuana legalization.
On 
Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday of  the festival, his-
tory professor Brian Carroll and 
the students of  HIST 144, United 
States History Since 1865, will 
reenact famous court trials that 
relate to the First Amendment. 
These court trials include the Chi-
cago Seven, which deals with the 
freedom to assemble, the Penta-
gon Papers leak, which covers the 
freedom of  press, and the Lenny 
Bruce obscenity trial, which con-
cerns freedom of  speech.
“We had a whole range of  things 
we could have chosen,” Car-
roll said. “We thought the First 
Amendment rights were very front 
and center in these trials.”
Carroll said he thinks students 
will be surprised at the events 
that unfold during the trials, par-
ticularly during the Chicago Seven 
trial.
“They mocked the judge’s cloth-
ing, they had outbursts of  profan-
ity,” Carroll said.  “At one point, 
one member was actually chained 
and gagged in the courtroom.  That 
will play well to an audience.”
Carroll also likened the Penta-
gon Papers trial to the current con-
troversy over WikiLeaks, and said 
the Lenny Bruce trial will be fi lled 
with profane language.  Carroll 
estimates about 60 students will 
be involved in the three mock tri-
als, with 20 students covering each 
case.
To get involved in  the Showcase 
of  Action, contact Jeanette Genson 
at clce@cwu.edu.  For more infor-
mation about the First Amend-
ment Festival, contact Cynthia 
Mitchell at mitchelc@cwu.edu. 
First Amendment Festival and College Civics Week turn the
SURC into a ‘big top’ of student freedoms
SURCus
MAY
LAYOUT BY VICKY VALDOVINOS AND SETH LONBORG
POLITICAL COMMENTATOR GLENN GREENWALD 
KICKS OFF THE FEST, SEE PAGE 4. 
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The etiquette 
        of education
BY AlYssA folAnd
Staff Reporter
As students wait for class to start, the sound of  chatter, pen tap-ping, phone ringing and key-
board clicking bounce off  the corners of  
the classroom. 
According to students at Central Wash-
ington University, these are a few of  the 
most common distractions. Courses vary 
in structure depending on the professor, 
but many students and professors agree 
that respect should be given the minute 
class begins. 
“I feel like if  you treat your professors 
right then they will treat you right,” Cyndy 
Sandoval, a sophomore accounting major, 
said.
According to an article on usatodayed-
ucate.com, there are five common rules 
for college classroom etiquette. These in-
clude: being quiet, keeping cell phone use 
to a minimum, being polite to professors, 
staying until the end of  class and handling 
problems after class.
Many students and professors at Cen-
tral agree these rules are a good balance.
Cynthia Coe, a women’s and gender 
studies professor, said the focus of  class-
room etiquette is to support a comfortable 
learning environment. 
Coe said creating that comfortable en-
vironment is the whole point of  the rules 
that professors put on their syllabi.
“I tell students if  I see them with their 
cell phones out that I’m going to count 
them as absent for the day, because it 
means they’re intellectually not present,” 
Coe said. 
Bonnie Hager, senior secondary Eng-
lish education major, said the most com-
mon rules she hears in her classes are to 
respect yourself, respect your peers and 
respect property. Another common rule is 
to leave all problems at the door. 
“At some point, college is about pro-
fessionalism, as well as etiquette,” Hager 
said. 
There are many types of  professors on 
campus. They can be strict, lenient, fun, 
tough, and sometimes a mixture of  them 
all. Laila Abdalla, an English literature 
professor at Central, explained how she 
has a reputation for being tough, but once 
students realize she is a friendly professor 
with high expectations, she earns the stu-
dents’ respect.
“I respect my students when they come 
in the classroom before I even know them, 
and I expect them to have that respect for 
me,” Abdalla said.    
Race Newkirk, junior film and video 
studies major, said it doesn’t matter which 
professor he has because he gives them all 
the same amount of  respect. He explained 
that, depending on the class, he may inter-
act differently but he won’t treat the pro-
fessors any different. 
“Some people should really get out of  
the habit of  thinking this is high school,” 
Newkirk said. “I think people take this too 
lightly and people will even argue that this 
isn’t the real world yet, and I just want to 
say that’s bogus.”
Elise May, a psychology professor, said 
she treats her students as adults. From day 
one, she sets ground rules for how the class 
should go. 
“Usually on the first day I will put up 
a sign that says agree on one side and dis-
agree on the other,” May said.
She explained that, through this activi-
ty, she will ask about 12 questions and then 
have the class sit and talk about what took 
place. She wants her students to challenge 
ideas without attacking the people ex-
pressing them. She doesn’t often deal with 
disrespectful students, but when she does, 
she expresses what she expects of  them.
“I kind of  put the ball back in their 
court, ‘well how would you feel if  this hap-
pened to you,’ and typically I’ve had that 
only happen a couple times,” May said. 
“And typically, those students are very 
apologetic and they get that focus back to 
where it needs to be.”
Hager said the rules they hear at the 
beginning of  every new class are pretty 
standard, and are the same rules taught 
since kindergarten. She hasn’t experienced 
any extreme behavior from students, but 
she does see people text often. Many stu-
dents agree this is the most common crime 
against the five rules.
“It’s their choice if  they want to pay at-
tention,” Newkirk said. 
This behavior could be due to a lack of  
communication. Abdalla said sometimes 
students think the relaxed mode in the 
classroom means a relaxed class load and 
are surprised when that’s not the case. She 
expects her students to pay attention in the 
classroom. That means no texting, sleep-
ing, daydreaming, or writing letters home 
while the professor is speaking.
“In my book, if  a student puts out ef-
fort, that’s my favorite kind of  student,” 
Abdalla said.  
Abdalla believes most professors work 
hard to build a relationship with their stu-
dents. Coe agrees and said she learns with 
the students. She said in her first year of  
teaching, she used a student who came late 
to class as an example in her philosophy of  
education lecture. The student felt awful 
and so did Coe. 
“We talked for a long time and she was 
okay, but it was a lesson to me about, you 
know, you really have to respect where stu-
dents are coming from,” Coe said. 
Behavior in the classroom is not just 
reserved for the students. Professors and 
students believe it is a give and take effort. 
“I think of  the classroom along a kind 
of  democratic model, where it’s a shared 
project, and if  I’m the only one contrib-
uting to it then it’s going to go flat,” Coe 
said.
OUT OF CONTROL  A distracting class can upset more than a grade. Bad classroom behavior can harm other student’s learning abilities as well as a teacher’s patience.
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COLLEGE CIVICS WEEK
OVTE
12 PM - 1 PM
12 PM - 2 PMMonday, May 6th
SURC PIT
SURC MEZZANINE & THEATRE
FAMOUS FIRSTSHOWCASE
MARKETPLACE
SPEAK OUT
COLLEGE CIVICS WEEK
BLOCK PARTY
OF IDEAS
CENTRAL
OF ACTION AMENDMENT TRIALS
11 AM - 12 PMMonday, May 6th
Tuesday & Wednesday
May 7th & 8th
10 AM - 2 PM
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Thursday, May 9th
SURC TABLING AREAS
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AND FREE FOOD!
Provost’s Office
SURC THEATRE
GLENN GREENWALD
4 PM - 6 PMMonday, May 6th
1ST AMENDMENT FEST
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CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
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MAY 12, 2013 
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Holmes Dining Room
10:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
BY MARGAUX MAssEY
Staff Reporter
With a self-proclaimed “white-boy reg-
gae/acoustic groove,” the Moses Lake-
based band, Dimestore Profi ts, will be per-
forming at Prosody on May 3. 
“We have that Sublime/Jack Johnson 
sound and that’s what I like,” John Wilson, 
drummer for Dimestore Profi ts, said. 
Along with Wilson, the band includes 
Ray Glober, vocalist and guitarist, and 
Eric Groff  on bass. Each member has 
been playing for at least 14 years by them-
selves and three years as a band.  
The band formed in 2009 and played 
their fi rst show on Dec. 31 that same year. 
Wilson recalls how the band fi rst came to-
gether.
“I knew [Ray] since he was in high 
school,” Wilson said. “I listened to some 
old recordings of  him and thought, ‘I’m 
going to fi nd him.’  Eric and I had been 
trying to play music for a few years, it kind 
of  just lined up and it works.” 
According to Groff, their musical infl u-
ences come from all across the board, any-
thing from The Clash and Bob Marley to 
all kinds of  early punk rock.  He explained 
how he started out as a punk rock bass-
ist, and because of  this band’s different 
sound, he had to recreate himself.  
Regardless of  their various musical in-
fl uences, the artists have one thing in com-
mon when it comes to the music they fi nd 
infl uential.
“We all have an appreciation for a 
well-written song, whether it’s old or not,” 
Groff  said.
The band got their unusual name in an 
equally unusual way.  Glober said he and 
Wilson were sitting in a local bistro hav-
ing lunch while getting ready for their fi rst 
show.  They didn’t have a name yet, and 
the venue told them they needed a name 
to be able to promote and advertise the 
show.  
“We sat there having some burgers 
and spitballing for half  an hour or so, 
bouncing ideas off  each other,” Glober 
said.  “There was a menu sign next to us 
that said something about pasta and had 
‘dime’ in the phrasing.  We just kind of  
went with Dimestore Profi ts. We have a 
menu board to thank.”
What they didn’t know was there was 
already a band with the same name.  Wil-
son said people would try to fi nd them on-
line and end up fi nding a Christian band 
from San Francisco.  The other band end-
ed up contacting them and said they were 
free to take the name if  they wanted it.  
As a new band, Dimestore Profi ts 
quickly learned to combat stage fright.  
“Sometimes we pull up to a gig and I 
start getting butterfl ies,” Glober said.  He 
went on to joke that when he does get 
stage fright, “number two really helps.” 
Of  course if  that doesn’t work they always 
have an alternative.
“Once in a blue moon we get the jit-
ters,” Glober said.  “But we take a shot of  
Patron and everything falls into place.”
The largest show they have played as a 
band was at a local theater and was close 
to 2000 people, but that is not their most 
memorable show.  
Groff  said his most memorable show 
was a winter festival they played.  There 
were about 1000 people there, it was 20 
degrees and people were being served 
from an ice bar.  They also played at The 
Gorge. 
“I like playing at the local American 
Legion, drinking Budweiser and smoking 
Lucky Strikes,” Wilson said.
So far, they have a good local follow-
ing. People are starting to recognize their 
name, and when they play locally they can 
easily get 100 people to attend.  
Their ideal venue, the one they want to 
end up playing the most, is main stage at 
The Gorge.  Wilson said that’s the kind of  
band they are.
“That kind of  feel good, kick back, 
have some beers and enjoy some groovy 
tunes band,” Wilson said.
Aside from playing main stage at The 
Gorge, the band also has other goals in 
mind.
“Our goal as a band is to make our 
nine-to-fi ve day strictly about music while 
still having time to enjoy our families and 
personal lives,” Glober said.  “We would 
like to try to make it a career, no matter 
how many rungs of  the ladder we have to 
climb up.”
They say that being in a band sucks for 
their families because they are gone often, 
but their families love them enough that 
they support them through it.  They all 
agree that their families are incredible and 
enjoy it thoroughly when they are able to 
make it to shows. 
“We don’t do it for the dough, we have 
a hardcore passion,” Wilson said. 
Subliminal sound 
LOCALIZE  new local band battles the jitters, huge shows and balancing home life.
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“He is truly one of our greatest 
  writers right now.” – Filmmaker Michael Moore
For more information or to make arrangments for disability accomodaations, call 509.963.1850 or for hearing impaired, TDD 509.963.2143. AA/EEO/Title IX Institution
As seen on The Colbert Report and MSNBC’s 
The Rachel Maddow Show
Co-Founder, Freedom of the Press Foundation
Winner of the I.F. Stone Award for 
Independent Journalism
Author of Three New York Times Bestsellers
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BY chloe ramBerg
Staff Reporter
To many people, a pillowcase is simply 
something that sits on their bed. But to a 
little girl, it can mean a brand new dress.
The Central Washington Univer-
sity Fashion Merchandising Club has 
partnered with Dress a Girl Around the 
World, an organization that turns pillow-
cases into dresses and sends them to little 
girls in need of  clothing.
“Every little girl deserves a beautiful 
dress, that’s why we do this,” said Cassie 
Lewis, president of  the fashion merchan-
dising club.
Members of  the FMC, as well as oth-
er volunteers, come in on Saturdays and 
work all day to transform pillowcases into 
dresses. This is the third year they have 
worked with the organization.
“It’s a 12-hour sew-a-thon,” Lewis said.
The club is asking for gently used pil-
lowcases, preferably ones that are colored 
or have a pattern. The members work on 
adding pockets, buttons, and anything else 
to transform a normal pillowcase into a 
dress for a little girl.
Members of  the club aim to make 
around 100 dresses to be sent to the or-
ganization, which ships them all over the 
world to little girls who have been neglect-
ed or are in need of  clothing.
For Traci VonJouanne, junior fashion 
merchandising club senator, it’s important 
to her to give her time to do something for 
others.
“This is us stepping in and showing 
these little girls that they have self-worth,” 
VonJouanne said. “It really puts things 
into perspective.”
Many of  the little girls who receive the 
dresses have been in abusive situations or 
are from less fortunate areas of  the world. 
They often grow up lacking confidence 
and not realizing their own self-worth.
“It’s important that every child has a 
healthy self-esteem,” said Kaitlin O’Brien, 
fashion merchandising club treasurer.
Students and community members will 
have the opportunity to donate pillowcases 
until May 4. The club will have a table in 
the Student Union and Recreation Center 
on May 2 and May 3 and will be accept-
ing all gently used pillowcases.
“We all sleep with a pillow case,” said 
Kelsey Sager, fashion merchandising club 
vice president. “We forget how fortunate 
we are, and that we can help others.”
These pillows are 
made for dressing
STITCHING Fashion Merchandising Club and Dress a Girl Around the World.
CASSie LeWiS/obSeRveR
Accepting pillowcases in the SURC on May 2 and 3
BY eVaN ThomPSoN
Sports editor
@evanthompson_11
Mesa, Ariz., 2002. Anthony Ro-bles just fi nished last in his city. The scrawny freshman in 
his fi rst year of  wrestling could feel what the 
parents, spectators and others watching were 
all thinking: He should feel content having 
the opportunity to wrestle at all, considering 
that he was born with only one leg. 
Even the coach of  the wrestler who end-
ed Robles’ season shook his hand with em-
pathy  in his eyes. 
Robles went home that night with a fi re 
lit underneath him. ‘That’s it, I’m done los-
ing,’ he recalls thinking. “First goal is to be a 
state champ.”
So he wrote down a simple message on a 
sticky note. “State Champ. You can do it.”
What that message would lead to in the 
years following would defy all odds placed 
upon him, even if  Robles never felt it weigh-
ing him down in the fi rst place. 
Robles, now graduated from Arizona 
State University with a degree in business 
communcations, is a motivational speaker, 
analyst on ESPN, and sponsored Nike ath-
lete. His life changed overnight when he won 
a Division I national championship in 2011.
His accomplishments on the mat led him 
to being awarded the Jimmy V Award for 
Perseverance during the annual ESPY’s in 
the months following his title. He has since 
spoken on several talk shows such as The To-
night Show with Jay Leno. 
His book titled, “Unstoppable: From Un-
derdog to Undefeated,” has been endorsed 
by public fi gures such as Leno, Condoleezza 
Rice, Michael Oher and Serena Williams. 
In two to three years, Robles will have his 
own version of  the “The Blind Side” made 
about him in Hollywood. The writer for 
“Remember the Titans” has joined on and 
Russell Crowe is slated to play Robles’ big-
gest role model in the sport: his high school 
coach Bobby Williams.
“Having a recognizable fi gure like An-
thony sending a positive message is huge for 
the sport,” senior Steven Alfi  said, club presi-
dent of  the wrestling team.
Robles spoke in the SURC Ballroom on 
April 25 to share his story of  how he over-
came his many obstacles. Central Washing-
ton wrestler Joshua Hackney has been ar-
ranging the event since October. Hackney 
deals with a disability of  his own.
“My main goal for the whole event was to 
try and reach students with disabilities and 
students without disabilities so they could in-
teract,” Hackney said. “For those who think 
they can’t do something, Robles gives them 
hope.”
Realizing his calling
Robles was a freshman in high school 
when he fi rst stepped onto the mat. He 
went to a wrestling practice with his cous-
in, who paired him with the team’s varsity 
103-pound wrestler. 
“The passion just grew right there,” Ro-
bles said. “ I fi nally found the purpose for my 
life. Being born missing a leg, I didn’t know 
what I was going to be doing. Wrestling, it 
fi nally became something I could look for-
ward to.”
Robles placed sixth at state as a sopho-
more, then went undefeated over the next 
two seasons. He fi nished as one of  the best 
wrestlers in the state his senior year, a two-
time champion and went on to win a high 
school  national championship. 
But Robles’ hopes of  receiving several 
Division I offers to wrestle were shattered. 
He got only two phone calls: One was from 
Drexel University in Pennsylvania. The oth-
er was from Arizona State, who offered him 
a chance to walk-on and earn a scholarship.
Robles chose to accept the Sun Devils in-
vitation.
“It was really just a humbling experience, 
kind of  slap in the face to me,” Robles said. 
“But it gave me that additional hunger to 
work even harder.”
Strength in Judy
When Robles was born, doctors were 
puzzled by his lack of  a right leg. Robles has 
never met his biological father, who imme-
diately abandoned him and his mother. His 
mother, Judy Robles, was only 16 at the time. 
When Robles was four, Judy met his 
stepfather, who also failed to be a consistent 
father-fi gure for Robles.
“I never met my real dad,” Robles said. 
“My stepdad was never someone I could 
look up to. He was always in and out, leav-
ing my mom, coming back, they were always 
fi ghting. So I didn’t really have a father fi g-
ure to learn from.”
Things reached a boiling point between 
Robles’ sophomore and junior year at ASU. 
He received a phone call from his mom that 
his stepfather had left a note saying he had 
left for California. He didn’t help pay the 
bills and never once called.
Judy Robles sold her blood once a week 
just to put food on the table for his sister and 
three brothers, who hadn’t even reached 
high school yet. The family eventually lost 
their home because they couldn’t afford the 
mortgage. 
Robles wanted to come back home and 
get a job so he could help his family through 
tough times, but his mother wouldn’t let 
him. He had his own dreams to chase and 
she wasn’t going to let their circumstances 
come in between it. But that didn’t curb 
Robles’ emotions.
“I felt guilty,” Robles said, “that I’m 
over here trying to go after my dream 
of  this ring and my family is suffering.”
Bout with depression 
Robles felt the weight of  the world bear-
ing down on him after his junior year. After 
placing fourth at nationals in 2009, Robles 
fi nished seventh in 2010. It was less than 
he had hoped and worked for, and matters 
were made worse when he discovered his 
family’s situation.
“I think it was that mental breaking 
point for me,” Robles said. “I just remem-
ber after that year, I was like ‘I’m done, quit-
ting, go back home and getting a job. This is 
it, I can’t handle it anymore.’”
That summer, as Judy forced Robles to 
remain at school and fi nish out his career, 
he went through a state of  depression. He 
didn’t want to talk to or see anybody, and 
wanted absolutely nothing to do with wres-
tling. 
Overnight whirlwind
It was a group of  third-graders who 
saved Robles’ wrestling career. During that 
same summer, Robles received letters from 
a class of  kids who had seen him wrestle at 
nationals. They were touched by his story, 
writing that Robles inspired them to go after 
their dreams.
“It made me realize the bigger picture,” 
Robles said. “Up until that point I was 
thinking, ‘I want the ring, I want the title.’ 
But after those kids wrote me, I felt like I was 
wrestling for them.”
After Robles rejoined the team, he had 
the best season of  his career. He broke the 
record for most-techs in ASU history while 
leading the nation in any weight class in the 
same category. 
He advanced all the way to the NCAA 
Division I fi nals where he defeated the re-
turning champ Matt McDonough, 7-1, cap-
ping off  his 36-0 season. He was awarded 
the most outstanding wrestler of  the tour-
nament. 
Robles’ family and high school coach 
were there to witness the moment, paying 
testament to how far he had come.
Symbol of  hope and courage
Robles spoke kindly of  the individuals he 
had met and heard about during his tours as 
a motivational speaker. He highlighted one 
story in particular. 
A high school junior and wrestler in 
Kansas City, Mo. was riding his motorcycle 
when he had an accident and slipped into 
coma. He woke up and discovered they had 
amputated his left leg while he was uncon-
scious. But what happened next touched 
Robles.
“I still remember hearing about this kid,” 
Robles said. “It was a radio broadcaster 
who shared with me, ‘Just wanted to let you 
know, when the kid woke up, after his initial 
shock he said he wanted to wrestle again. 
He wanted to be the next Anthony Robles.’”
“It hit me hard,” Robles said. “It makes 
it all worth it.”
As for the sticky note he used so many 
years ago as a freshman: He still keeps it in 
his wallet.
I felt guilty, that I’m over here trying to go 
after my dream of this ring and my family is 
suffering. “ “
-ANTHONY ROBLES
Motivational speaker
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Wrestling for more than a ring
 e Jimmy V Award recipient, motivational speaker and national champion serves 
as an important reminder that dreams can be met even in the face of adversity
GIFTED  Last year alone, Robles traveled to 49 of the 50 states speaking at high schools, 
universities and professional sports team such as the Dodgers, Raiders, and Suns.
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Featured Clubs 
National Intercollegiate 
Rodeo Association 
(NIRA) Northwest 
region, including 
Walla Walla Community 
College, Boise State 
University and Eastern 
Oregon University.
BY SamUel caThcarT
Staff Reporter
 Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals has 
planned a two-day backpacking trip to Tun-
nel Falls, Ore. for students and Recreation 
Center members on the weekend. The trip 
gives students the opportunity to spend the 
weekend outdoors with their fellow peers.
Two OPR trip leaders will accompany 
eight hikers on the two-day backpacking 
trip. The group will depart on Friday and 
return Sunday night. The hikers will set up 
camp at the trail head Friday night and be-
gin the hike Saturday morning. 
The OPR provides everything students 
need for the trip, so students shouldn’t wor-
ry if  they don’t have backpacking equip-
ment. 
Tunnel Falls is a popular hiking desti-
nation for recreational hikers around the 
Columbia River Gorge area. The 12-mile 
round trip hike offers spectacular views of  
waterfalls and lush rainforest. 
“They call it Tunnel Falls because the 
trail cuts behind the waterfall,” trip leader 
Devin Dykes said.
The diffi culty rating of  the Tunnel Falls 
trail is moderate, but as it is a 12-mile round 
trip, hikers who are interested in going on 
the trip should have some hiking experi-
ence. 
“You do need the ability to hike six miles 
a day,” Dykes, said.
Not only is the backpacking trip a great 
way to spend the weekend outdoors, but it’s 
a great way to meet new people, according 
to trip leader Danielle Richards.
“There’s a lot of  bonding time,” Rich-
ards, said. “It’s really cool once you’re on 
the trip and everyone connects and you 
leave the trip making a lot of  new friends.”
The $65 fee for students and recreation 
members covers equipment rentals, trans-
portation and food. Hikers are required to 
bring lunch for Saturday’s hike. 
Non-students and center members can 
still go on the backpacking trip. The cost for 
non-members is $80.
The deadline to register for the back-
packing trip is May 1, but OPR will be of-
fering more outdoor trips this spring. 
Students can stop by the OPR offi ce or 
visit their website for more details about the 
backpacking trip and other outdoor trips 
planned this spring.
Hike of a 
lifetime
2013 College Rodeo
PHoToS bY ZACH oLNeY/obSeRveR
Green Dot Dodgeball Tournament
Wednesday, May 15
7:00 p.m. in Recreation Center
BY Sarah ruiz 
Staff Reporter
With a record of  13-11, the Wildcats 
softball team is heading into the postsea-
son to play in the Great Northwest Ath-
letic Tournament. After going 19-18 in 
the regular season, Central will face Saint 
Martin’s University on May 2.
While the Wildcats lost two games 
against Saint Martin’s last weekend, they 
are confident that through practice they 
will be able to adjust for the change-up 
pitching style.
“Saint Martin’s is who we are go-
ing for,” head coach Mallory Holtman-
Fletcher said. “We threw up the pitching 
game [at practice]. For us, we have an ad-
vantage. We saw them play really, really 
well but they didn’t see us. I think they are 
going to be shocked because we will come 
out Thursday.”
The key to Wildcat wins have come 
from their hitting, with four players fight-
ing for top spots in the individual GNAC 
standings. Freshman Remy Bradley sits in 
the fourth position, senior Cassi Ellis in 
sixth, junior Maikala Galusha in seventh 
and junior Jill McDaniels in ninth for bat-
ting averages in the GNAC tournament.
“I think we have really strong hitters 
throughout the lineup,” Galusha said. 
“That any day no matter where in the 
lineup, any person 
can hit.”
 The Saints are 
currently number 
one in team stand-
ings for the GNAC 
with 18-6 in con-
ference play, and 
36-13 overall. 
In the GNAC 
individual statis-
tics, Saint Martin’s 
holds the top three 
spots. 
Sophomore Sam 
Munger sits in first 
with a batting average of  .416. Senior Jo-
slyn Eugenio is in second with a .406, and 
junior Lacey McGladrey is in third and 
hitting .394. 
After losing twice to Saint Martin’s 
7-5, 12-4 earlier in the week, the Wildcats 
have focused hard at practice on their hit-
ting and individual needs. 
“We are just working our individual 
stuff  that we think we need to work on to 
get us ready to play,” Galusha said. “I’ve 
been working on front hand t-work and 
keeping my weight 
back and going 
through the ball.”
Even in the face 
of  defeat, Holtman-
Fletcher said the 
team always does 
its best to create a 
positive and cheer-
ful atmosphere in 
the dugout. 
“The team this 
year is just funny,” 
Holtman-F letcher 
said. “When they 
get serious, it doesn’t 
work for them. They have to be energetic 
and crazy in the dugout and it translates 
on the field.”
May 2 marks the first game of  the 
GNAC Tournament against the Saints. 
With the double-elimination layout, 
the Wildcats will either play No. 3 seed 
Simon Fraser University or No. 2 seed 
Western Oregon University the following 
day. 
Despite their recent loses against these 
opponents, Holtman-Fletcher is hopeful 
a win will be in their future. 
“They full-heartedly believe they will 
go in and win this tournament,” Holt-
man-Fletcher said. “I’m in full support of  
that because no one can come in and stop 
us when we are us.”
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Final chance to advance
Softball
Softball Championships
Billings, MT
May 2-4
19-18, 
13-11 Conf
Great Northwest Athletic Conference
Winner of Game #2 Winner of Game #1
GNAC ChAmpioN
#3
12:00 p.m.2:30 p.m.
Simon Fraser
#2 Western Oregon
#4 Central Wash.
#1 Saint Martin’s
36-13, 
18-5 Conf
If you’ve ever dreamed of a career in 
Broadcast Journalism, please talk to 
Professor Terri Reddout about how 
you can get involved in NewsWatch. 
NEWSWATCH
Student-led news team 
dedicated to shar ing 
stor ies that impact 
Kittitas County.
COM 442
All-GNAC hONOrS
AWArdS: 
Newcomer of the Year - Jill Mcdaniels       
Freshman of the Year - remy Bradley
FirST-TeAM All-GNAC 
Jill Mcdaniels (Jr., 2B), remy Bradley (Fr., rF) 
SeCONd TeAM All-GNAC: 
Maria Gau (Jr., pitcher), Andrea hamada (Fr., 
SS), Michaela hazlett (Fr., CF)
hONOrABle MeNTiON: 
Cassi ellis, elena Carter, Maikala Galusha
Wildcats can move on to NCAA tournament with GNAC win
FINALE  Central is 1-4 against Saint Mar-
tin’s this season. SMU is No. 25 in Division II.
joSeph aNDrewS/obServer
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Mormons on a mission
BY CLairE COX
Assistant Sports Editor
@_Claire_E_Cox_
The Central Washington University 
Rugby team was defeated by Brigham 
Young University on Saturday, April 
27 in the semifi nals of  the Varsity Cup 
National Championships. 
Central lost the lead after giving 46 
points to the Cougars in the second half.  
“BYU came out wanting it more than 
us, and it showed,” Jake Bates, Central 
Rugby Club president said. “And we 
just started falling apart and couldn’t get 
ourselves back together until the end.”
BYU started scoring fi rst with their 
junior fullback Will Taylor in the 6th 
minute of  the game, followed by junior 
center Seki Kofe, with a midfi eld line-
break. Freshman fl yhalf  Jonny Lineman 
helped the Cougars to a lead of  7-0. 
Central responded with a series of  
possession exchanges with BYU, eventu-
ally leading to a BYU penalty that got 
Central fullback Alex Reher a penalty 
kick at the 15th minute. Central then 
took the lead 8-7. 
Wildcats fl yhalf  Max Nawerski split 
the BYU defense in the midfi eld, eventu-
ally leading Wildcats’ 
wing Josh Bower to 
score in the 22nd 
minute. A conversion 
by Reher pushed the 
Wildcats to a lead of  
15-7.
The Cougars were 
able to gain points 
again in the 30th and 
37th minutes thanks 
to junior winger Chris 
Wenli and junior 
hooker Ishmael Tilialo, 
respectively. At the 
break, BYU got back 
into the game and 
remained there with a 19-15 lead.
“I thought we played really well in 
the fi rst half,” head coach Tony Pacheco 
said. “But there were a couple turning 
points in the match where it just got 
away from us.”
The second half  started with Cen-
tral trying to score near the BYU goal 
line, when senior Ray Forrester stole the 
Wildcats’ ball in the 43rd minute. The 
ball was then passed through the BYU 
backline to Wernli, who broke through 
the Central defense 50 meters to fi nish 
the 90-meter try.
A BYU fresh-
man, scrum half  
Luke Mocke, 
scored next for 
the Cougars in 
the 51st minute, 
after deft chip 
and chase close 
to the sideline. 
Another try 
from Kofe in the 
53rd minute was 
followed by a 
Linehan penalty 
that pushed BYU 
to the lead with 
41-15. 
Mocke made another short range try 
in the 65th minute, which was followed 
by a fi nal BYU try from senior fl anker 
Ryan Roundy in the 75th minute. Cen-
tral tried their hardest in the 78th minute 
with wing Shelby Williams rounding out 
the score in favor of  the Cougars, 53-20. 
BYU will now move on to the Varsity 
Cup National Championships game next 
Saturday at 1 p.m. at BYU South Field 
Stadium. 
This was Central’s fi rst time taking 
part of  the Varsity Cup Tournament. 
This tournament is America’s top colle-
giate postseason championship, and fea-
tures eight of  the most recognized and 
accomplished collegiate rugby programs 
in the country. 
The eight Varsity Cup teams are: 
U.S. Air Force Academy, Brigham Young 
University,  University of  California, 
Dartmouth College, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, Notre Dame, University of  Califor-
nia-Los Angeles and Central Washington 
University.
 For the past four years, Central has 
been working towards the Varsity Cup, 
watching teams like themselves get better 
and better. 
“Every year the competition level has 
been getting greater and greater,” Bates 
said. “We are just going and trying to 
just play the best, to be the best.” 
Being invited to compete in the tour-
nament is very exclusive and teams must 
be picked by the Varsity Cup Selection 
Committee. 
“It speaks a lot for our program,” 
Bates said. “How far we have gotten in 
just the last four years, going from a no 
name team in the Pacifi c Northwest, to 
one of  the top tier teams in the country.”
Brigham Young mauls Central Wildcats, 53-20
It speaks a lot for our pro-
gram, how far we have got-
ten in just the last four years, 
going from a no name team 
in the Pacific Northwest, to 
one of the top tier teams in 
the country.
“ “
-JAKE BATES
CWU Rugby Club President
Men’s Rugby
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